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- Computer game-playing inter-

- spersed with chlamydiartesting.

" bus-based snooker and state-of-the
artmusic production.. all inthe
back of a white van? The councifs
approach fo anti-social behaviour is
certainly unconventional, but does it
work? Star reporter Rachael Clegg
went to find out.

IT'S a wet, drab, cold night in
| Shiregreen and a dozen hooded
| teenagers are clustered around a
white van.
But it’s not just any white van.
The lads - all aged between 13
and 17 - are playingon a Nintendo
Wii, its enormous plasma screen
mounted on to the side of the vehi-
cle. And that’s just the outside.
Inside the van is a chlamydia-
testing cubicle. Under the super-
vision of a fully-qualified health
worker, worried teenagers can
check up on their sexual health by
giving a small urine sample. . : A g , o e S o S
And then they can pick up : : : . g ol . On cue: Enjoying a game of snooker, from left, Mickael Forbes, Martin Perry and David Hales., -
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the van. He admitted: “It’s hit and
miss as to how many people take
the test. Five people have done the
test this evening and we give free
condoms out as well. We always
joke that'sit'sa Wii for a wee.”
Nicole Harwood, 31, from Eccle-
sall Road, who manages Sheffield
Council’s youth support service,
said: “It’s a great way to get peo-
ple to test for chlamydia - espe-
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Police, the fire service and youth and (inset) the Games Bus lici
support service, and use three ’ policing teams across “very seriously” but
vans - including one, for budding  and teenagers from eight years mo%m h Mowwgs,m. stressed the issue cannot
DJs, equipped with computers, old to early teens. There are ho %E mws s of the teams be addressed by police
record decks, a state-of-the-art children playing snooker and lads C owa regular Police And alone.
wwoMWm% system and several sets of playingon %w computer. There’s Emm%ﬁ%%%%ﬂﬂmmﬁsm mm m% ogw@m out many
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' a week on a rota to estates Wl a giggle. A > es and organisations are
| high numbers of complaints about The snooker bus is a version of WMSS. police and other better equipped at dealing
anti-social behaviour. the council’s buses, accommodat- ~ FEEEEE W% ﬁ%m can then set as with and that a team ap-
The project aims to reduce the ing dozens of teenagers. - people.” pased team started, and Novem- P ?Mm Hmmw. . proach works better.
risk of anti-social behaviour by But what do local people think? Tt's not just Carrie who rec- ber last year. iour is an H.m.oEmH behav- Derbyshire Constabu-
giving teenagers something to do “Tt’s a good idea,” says mum- ognises the seasonal trends of Sean Dawson, 42, from Longley, Smmasqwms ioned atmost  lary takes a pro-active
and people to talk to. of-one Carrie Hayread, 22, from anti-social behaviour. According ~ who works on the ‘chiller van’, Last mm. S stance in dealing with
Winston Johnson, a 46-year-old ~ Parson Cross. to Nicole, October and the run-up ~ says the aim is simple. shire’s wm%w - m&: York- anti-social behaviour,
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“It’s a great way for kids to always be big groups of youths A Hres as well as other types of  as providing somewhere safe and - yeport forpardand . for young people almed
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mess about with the equipment them to do at the weekends.” period and, traditionally, during forms from teenagers. . His ple af : The force uses the
and realise they are actually mak- Carrie believes youth crime that period, there is an increase in One girl has written that if she geath Wm mﬂomgm.wm.m rthe - activities, including box-
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