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Good News Story

The YOS/Roundabout transitional accommodation project for young people coming out of custody with no suitable accommodation to go to offers supported single occupancy accommodation for 16-18 year olds across the city.  The YOS funds the support worker post and Roundabout provides the accommodation and manages the support.  

The project is currently at capacity of 7 young people, of these 

· 3 Young People have moved on

· 1 returned to family

· 1 moved to Roundabout Hostel

· 1 Returned to custody for an offence committed before moving into  Roundabout accommodation

The percentage of YP that reoffend in their first year after release is 75% (source YJB March 2010); so far no young people have reoffended whilst in a YOS property. 

Frances Done Chair of YJB says: "Investing in resettlement, and getting it right, will make all the difference and could save a fortune. “

A place at a YOI costs £60,000 per year, and two thirds of the YJB's budget goes towards custody.

The most recent cost-benefit analysis found that effective resettlement would save councils £20,400 per child, annually.

The YOS and Roundabout hope to expand this provision to more vulnerable young people with other partner agencies.

Sheffield’s Core Case Inspection (CCI) Report, published on 20th October 2010:

 ‘Found a well organised service where there was strong commitment by staff to make a positive difference to he lives of children and young people under their supervision. The work benefited from the positive contributions by a range of co-located partnership services’. 

Sheffield’s report highlighted a number of strengths across all areas of practice and we are particularly pleased with the results in relation to achievement and sustainment of positive outcomes for children and young people. Other than this we are very close to the national averages throughout and are required to make ‘moderate improvements’ across all three key areas.  

The report makes a number of recommendations and a key area for improvement is around assessment and planning – key commentary: ‘more needs to be done to ensure that good quality assessment underpin good quality risk and vulnerability management plans in all relevant cases’.  

Summary of Findings: 
	Summary table                                            Comment 
	   Score 
	National average

	Safeguarding Score                                         Moderate improvement required 
	66%
	67%

	Risk of Harm Score                                          Moderate improvement required 
	60%
	62%

	Likelihood of Reoffending                               Moderate improvement required                        
	71%
	69%


The findings are presented as a percentage score for each practice criteria, representing the extent that each aspect of the cases assessed met quality indicators. They also provide a headline 'comment' - to indicate whether the aspect of work requires either minimum, moderate, substantial or drastic improvement in the immediate future
	Sheffield CCI Scorecard
	Score
	National average

	1.1: Risk of Harm to others – assessment and planning
	64%
	65%

	1.2: Likelihood of Reoffending – assessment and planning
	67%
	66%

	1.3: Safeguarding – assessment and planning
	66%
	64%

	Section 1: Assessment & Planning                                                 
	66%
	65%

	
	
	

	2.1: Protecting the Public by minimising Risk of Harm to others
	59%
	63%

	2.2: Reducing the Likelihood of Reoffending
	80%
	75%

	2.3: Safeguarding the child or young person
	72%
	74%

	Section 2: Interventions
	71%
	70%

	
	
	

	3.1: Achievement of outcomes
	62%
	56%

	3.2: Sustaining outcomes
	90%
	77%

	Section 3: Outcomes
	72%
	63%


A detailed improvement plan, to address the recommendations contained within the report, has now been submitted to HMIP and implementation of this plan has already commenced. The Youth Justice Board will have future responsibility for overseeing this plan. 

Summer College 2010

Sheffield YOS Summer Arts College [SAC] ran for 3 weeks in summer 2010. It involved 10 young people being engaged in 25 hours per week of arts based activity, the ultimate goal being to each achieve a Bronze Arts Award. This year the SAC was based on music and the music industry. The young people undertook activities such as a drumming workshop, DJ skills and techniques, using music production software, break-dancing, street art, trips to the cinema and Radio Sheffield Live. We also had a filmmaker, Jacqui Bellamy, documenting the whole experience and the young people also learnt photography and camera skills. The course incorporated literacy and numeracy on a daily basis and the young people kept a diary of their experiences. 

9 young people completed the course achieved Bronze Arts Awards – which included researching their arts hero or heroine, taking part in an arts activity, using their skills to teach others an art form and reviewing an arts event. Their work was showcased at the end of the 3 weeks with a screening of the film at the Showroom cinema and the awards being presented. Families were invited to share in this celebration and it was a great success.  

Comments we had from young people about the course have included, “It’s better – having something to do is good”, “I have really enjoyed it” and, “I have liked learning new skills and meeting new people”.

The comment below was a text sent by a young person the week following SAC. This particular young person already had some talent in music and now is pursuing this in a really positive way forging a reputation and potential career in the arts.  

“Just thought I'd drop you a txt saying thanks for summer arts college, it's improved my way of thinking and getting my point across to people. I'll make sure you get a copy of the CD I'm bringing out when I've recorded it. I think it's going to be called...Speculate to Accumulate...what do you think?”
The success of Summer College 2010 builds on the 3 previous years Sheffield YOS have run summer college, and each year is more successful. This year we achieved above average results in all 7 of the performance indicators from the funders, and we were in the top 10% for three of these. 

We have just recently made a successful bid for £340 from the Arts Award council, in order to continue the work with 7 young people. They are continuing their work on an individual basis, with the support of a YOS mentor, in order to achieve their Silver Arts Award. 

Intoxicating Substance Treatment Requirement

Legislative reference
Section 1(1)(n) and paragraph 24 of Schedule 1 of the CJ&I Act 2008 provides for an Intoxicating Substance Treatment Requirement as part of a YRO.
How does it work?
An Intoxicating Substance Treatment Requirement attached to a YRO means that the young person must submit to treatment during the period specified in the order with a view to the reduction or elimination of the young person’s dependency on, or propensity to misuse, intoxicating substances.

A court may not include this requirement unless it is satisfied that:

✚ The young person is dependent on, or has the propensity to misuse, intoxicating substances and that their dependency or propensity is such that it requires and may be susceptible to treatment.

✚ Arrangements have or can be made for any treatment they intend to specify in the order (the treatment provider must have met young person beforehand and agreed that they will provide treatment prior to the order being given).

✚ The requirement has been recommended by the YOT or local probation service as suitable for the young person in question.

✚ The young person has expressed a willingness to comply.

The treatment required and specified as part of the order must be either residential or non-residential treatment, but the court cannot further specify the nature of the treatment.

When is it appropriate?
An Intoxicating Substance Treatment Requirement is appropriate where the young person is formally assessed as requiring treatment for misuse of intoxicating substances, is susceptible to treatment and where the substance misuse issues have been identified as a substantive factor in their offending behaviour and this requirement is necessary to address these issues. YOTs should consider all other available options to deal with these issues outside of a formal requirement.

Drug Treatment Requirement

Legislative reference
Section 1(1)(l) and paragraph 22 of Schedule 1 of the CJ&I Act 2008 provides for a Drug Treatment Requirement as part of a YRO. 
How does it work?
When attached to a YRO, a Drug Treatment Requirement means that the young person must submit to treatment during the period specified in the order with a view to the reduction or elimination of the young person’s dependency on, or propensity to misuse, drugs.

The treatment required and specified as part of the order must be either residential or non-residential treatment, but the court cannot further specify the nature of the treatment.

A court may not include this requirement unless it is satisfied that:

✚ The young person is dependent on, or has the propensity to misuse, drugs and that their dependency or propensity is such that it requires and may be susceptible to treatment.

✚ Arrangements for implementing the requirement are in force in the local justice area in which the young person resides or is to reside as notified by the Secretary of State.

✚ Arrangements have or can be made for any treatment they intend to specify in the order (the treatment provider must have met the young person beforehand and agreed that they will provide treatment prior to the order being given).

✚ The requirement has been recommended by the YOT or local probation service as suitable for the young person in question.

✚ The young person has expressed a willingness to comply.

When is it appropriate?
A Drug Treatment Requirement should only be attached to a YRO when the young person’s drug use has been identified as a substantive factor in their offending behaviour and this requirement is necessary to address these issues. YOTs should consider all other available options to deal with these issues outside of a formal requirement.

Who manages this requirement?
The YOT is responsible for monitoring and enforcing this requirement. External service providers will be expected to inform the YOT of progress so that YOTs can effectively   monitor this requirement 
Drug Testing Requirement
Legislative reference
Section 1(1)(m) and paragraph 23 of Schedule 1 of the CJ&I Act 2008 provides for a Drug Testing Requirement as part of a YRO. 

How does it work?
A Drug Testing Requirement can only be attached to a YRO when a Drug Treatment Requirement has also been attached.

A YRO with a Drug Testing Requirement requires that the young person must provide samples as instructed by their responsible officer or treatment provider in order to ascertain whether there are any drugs in their body during the treatment period. 

A court may not attach a Drug Testing Requirement unless:

✚ there are arrangement for implementing this requirement in the local justice area in which the young person resides, as notified by the Secretary of State

✚ the order also imposes a Drug Treatment Requirement

✚ the young person has expressed willingness to comply with the requirement.

A YRO which imposes a Drug Testing Requirement must specify for each month of the requirement the minimum number of occasions on which samples are to be provided by the young person and may specify times at which and circumstances in which the responsible officer or treatment provider may require samples to be provided and descriptions of the samples which may be required.

When is it appropriate?
Where a Drug Treatment Requirement has been imposed, a Drug Testing Requirement may also be imposed where it is considered drug testing would assist the young person in remaining drug free.

Who manages this requirement?

 The YOT is responsible for monitoring and enforcing this requirement. External service providers will be expected to inform the YOT of progress so that YOTs can effectively monitor this requirement.
Education Requirement

Reference: Section 1(1) and paragraph 25 of Schedule 1 of the CJ & I Act 2008 provides for and Education Requirement as part of a YRO.

How does it work?
The Education Requirement of a YRO requires a young person of compulsory school age to comply with approved education arrangements.

Approved education arrangement for this purpose means arrangements for the young person made by their parent or guardian and approved by the local education authority of the area in which the young person lives.

A court may not include an Education Requirement as part of a YRO unless:

✚ it has consulted with the local authority (and school or education provider if necessary) regarding the proposal to be included in the requirement as specified in the order

✚ it is satisfied that:

· in the view of the local authority, arrangements exist for the young person  receive efficient full-time education suitable to the young person’s age, ability, aptitude and special educational need (if any.)

· the inclusion of an Education Requirement as part of a YRO is necessary for securing the good conduct of the young person or for preventing reoffending.

Approved education arrangements can include:

✚ mainstream or specialist school

✚ Pupil Referral Unit

✚ college/further education provider  

✚ alternative education provider

    ✚ home-based education, provided it is approved or work-based learning.     

Additionally, this may include some mentoring activity consistent with the level of identified need, provided by the YOT or other approved body to support a place at school or other educational establishment. 

An Education Requirement cannot be ordered for any period after the young person has ceased to be of compulsory school age. 

It is anticipated that the inclusion of an Education Requirement will address the links between a young person’s offending behaviour and their education and will promote better collaboration between youth justice services and education agencies to ensure that appropriate provision is urgently found and that attendance is rigorously enforced and monitored.

When is it appropriate?
An Education Requirement may be appropriate for young people whose non-attendance in education has been a significant factor in contributing to offending behaviour.

Who manages this requirement?
The YOT is responsible for monitoring and enforcing this requirement. External service providers will be expected to inform the YOT of progress so that YOTs can effectively monitor this requirement.   
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Hello and welcome to our second Newsletter, specifically aimed at Magistrates on the Youth Court Bench. The main aim of the Newsletter is to update Magistrates on relevant developments within the Sheffield Youth Offending Service, and to provide information to support our continued joint working. In addition to a number of reports, this issue also provides access to a YJB learning and research resource, and for those quiet moments while you are waiting for the court to start, a Youth Justice Crossword…Just a bit of fun!





The Newsletter is still in its infancy and we would welcome suggestions for any areas you would like included in future issues in order to ensure that it meets your expectations of information sharing and provides an interesting overview to you of our work.








Clare Gibson


Court Team Manager


Sheffield Youth Offending Service  
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